
 

   

The Continuing Mission 
ACTS 28:1-31 
8/22/2021 

 

LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 28:1-31. Also read Acts 

27:1-44 or listen to “Our Hope in the Storm” in the message archive. 

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 

and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 
use it when applicable. NOTE: The “Discuss” questions are now included in the group guide. 

• Research the reason why Acts 28:29 is omitted from a variety of translations. What 
conclusions did you draw from your research? Do they change your view about the infallibility 

or inerrancy of Scripture? Explain. 

LEAD 

• Be prepared for questions about verse 29. Use your research as the source for your answers. 
Don’t spend too much time on this, as the main point of the lesson is being on mission 
regardless of our circumstances. 

• Plan for adequate discussion time. 

• Highlight Acts 28:31 as a fitting conclusion for the entire book. Encourage your group to see 
it as a call for believers to continue the mission given to the disciples by Jesus in Acts 1:8.  

• Use the gospel Application activity as a takeaway for your group, if applicable. It is in the 

“Go Deeper” section of their guide. 

LOVE  
• Pray for the Missions ministry at First Norfolk. Ask God to provide all their needs to help the 

church fulfill her calling. 

• Pray for Christians in other countries who are persecuted for their beliefs.    

• Pray for your group to use their circumstances as an opportunity to share the gospel with 
those who are not saved.

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/messagearchive.aspx
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The Continuing Mission 
ACTS 28:1-31 
8/22/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
The church fulfills her calling when we continue on mission regardless of our circumstances. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

When was the last time you could not convince someone of your point of view? 

Is there anything that bothers your non-Christian friends about your faith? What is 
their biggest hindrance to their accepting Jesus as Savior? 

If you’ve ever tried to convince someone of your point of view and he or she would not believe, 
you know exactly how frustrating that can be. Maybe you were an eyewitness to something. 
Perhaps you had a too-good-to-be-true experience. But the frustration comes when you do your 

best to convince others about the truth of your experience, and they just won’t accept your words 
as true. 

The apostle Paul was under house arrest in Rome. He was not a dangerous prisoner, so he 
enjoyed some privileges of freedom. Guests could even come to his house. In spite of difficult 

circumstances, Paul continued to use his situation to proclaim the gospel. Although he lacked the 
complete freedom to move about as he pleased, he made the best of it and invited people to 
come to him. Paul showed us that the church fulfills her calling when we continue on mission 
regardless of our circumstances.       

  

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 28:1-10 

• Because of the incident with the poisonous snake, the people of Malta thought Paul was a 
god. How did the manner in which Paul healed Publius’ father demonstrate the real source of 
Paul’s power? How did the people respond to witnessing this healing? How might this have 

provided Paul opportunities to share the gospel? 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 28:11-16 

• How did the brothers and sisters in Puteoli and Rome strengthen and encourage Paul? How 
did he respond?   

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 28:17-22 

• Was there any significance to the fact that Paul called together the Jewish leaders three 
days after his arrival in Rome? Explain.  

• Describe Paul’s interaction with the Jewish leaders in your own words. What did Paul hope to 
convey to them? What do you think he learned from their response?  

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 28:23-31 

• How did Paul share the gospel with the Jewish leaders who visited him at his lodging? In 

what way did it differ from the approach he took in Acts 26? Why was it different? What 
can you learn from this? 

Describe a time where God guided you to an opportunity to share 
the gospel. What were the circumstances? What was the outcome? 
How were you affected by this experience?    

 
DISCUSS 

How do you currently support missions in our church to strengthen 
and encourage our missionaries? What can you start doing? What 
can you do more often or consistently?  

DISCUSS 

What can we learn about sharing the gospel from Paul’s approach in 
this passage? 

 
DISCUSS 
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• What are the implications of verses 25-28, especially Paul’s inclusion of Isaiah 6:9-10? Why 
would this have upset some of the Jewish leaders? What did it mean for missions in the first 

century? What does it mean for missions today? 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION & ACTION 

• Ask God to use you in your current circumstances, like He did Paul’s, to advance the gospel in 
your family, social circle, neighborhood, school, or workplace. 

• Continue the mission by using the 4 points from last week’s sermon to share the gospel when 
an opportunity presents itself: 

o Open the door 

o Share how Jesus changed your life 

o Tell them who Jesus is 

o Invite them to turn from sin and trust in Jesus 

PRAYER 
Pray that God would give us boldness like Paul to witness regardless of our circumstances. Ask 

that He would equip us to touch our community with His love. 

COMMENTARY 
ACTS 28:1-31 

The ship on which Paul was traveling as a prisoner wrecked on the island of Malta, which is south 
of Sicily. Paul immediately impressed the island’s inhabitants when God delivered him unharmed 
from a viper’s bite. Paul carried out a ministry of healing among the islanders. In turn, they 

honored him in many ways (Acts 28:1-10). 

After the winter had passed and the seas were again safe for travel, Paul’s party secured 
passage to Italy on another Alexandrian ship that had wintered on Malta. They sailed from Malta 

to Syracuse, the capital of Sicily, and from there to Puteoli, the main Italian port for the large 
grain ships. From Puteoli Paul’s party proceeded on foot the 130 miles to Rome. South of the city 
he was met by two separate groups of Roman Christians who had come out to greet him. Once in 
the city, Paul was allowed to live in an apartment rented at his own expense. He remained under 

military guard (vv. 11-16). 

Paul probably was unchained in his rented quarters. Still, he was under guard and does not seem 
to have been able to leave the house. Paul therefore summoned the Jewish leaders in Rome to 

Would anyone use the terms “urgently,” “boldly” and “without 
hindrance” to describe your witnessing? If so, what would lead them to 
say so? If not, how can you develop a sense of urgency and a bolder 
witness? 

 
DISCUSS 
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him. His usual pattern of witness in a new city was to begin with his own people, the Jews. Since 
he could not visit the synagogues of the city, he invited the members of the synagogues to himself. 

Paul explained to them his circumstances. 

In this first meeting with the Roman Jews, Paul presents us with two lessons about witnessing. First, 
he was an example of adaptation in witness. He had his regular pattern of witnessing in a 
community: where a synagogue was present, he always began there. Confined to his quarters, he 

quickly adjusted to the changed circumstances; he had the Jews come to him. Second, Paul 
presented an example of consistent witness in all circumstances. In facing a trial where his very 
life were at stake, Paul was foremost a witness to Christ. 

The Jewish leaders were a receptive audience. They told Paul that they had heard rumors about 

the Christians and wanted to know more. Perhaps some of them already had debated with 
Roman Christians, but they wanted to hear Paul’s views. 

On a prearranged date, a much larger group of Jews appeared at Paul’s house to hear him 
present the gospel. He preached all day about the kingdom of God, which is God’s sovereign 

rule in the hearts of individuals. He showed how God’s rule came to us supremely through Jesus 
Christ. They were Jewish and would be familiar with the Scriptures. Paul sought to convince them 
through all the Scripture, both the Law and the Prophets, that Christ is the long-awaited Messiah. 

The Jewish response to Paul’s testimony was mixed. Some believed, but others rejected the 
gospel. 

When many of the Roman Jews failed to accept Paul’s witness, Paul responded in a familiar 
manner: he turned to the Gentiles. Paul was not giving up on his fellow Jews. The question was not 

one of excluding Jews but rather of including Gentiles. 

For two years Paul awaited his trial before Caesar and spent his time witnessing to all who came 
to see him. This had been the story of Paul’s entire ministry. Paul witnessed from his rented 
quarters both boldly and without hindrance. Throughout Acts, bold witness involves the power of 

the Holy Spirit. The story of Acts is largely about how the gospel came to be preached without 
hindrance. Gradually, the barriers were removed that separated people from Christ and from 
one another in Christ. No one gave himself more selflessly to removing those barriers than Paul. 


